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One humane custom among the Melanesians—one that
would be regarded with horror by most males—was that the
eldest son of the family was expected to marry his sister-in-
law, if the latter's husband died and she had no children to
support her. This was not quite as bad as it sounds, as
polygamy, was extensively practised among the natives, and
the sister-in-law could be merely added to a string of wives.
Marriages, incidentally, were only rarely arranged by the
parents, and very often, the children even married without
asking their parents' consent. A married woman was expected
to be faithful to her husband ; if not, she and her children
were likely to be driven out from the family hut. She was
permitted to marry again, however, and retain the children
of the first marriage.
For a really handsome Melanesian, two things are
essential. First, that the forehead should be narrow and
receding ; second, that the nose should be flat. When the
baby is born, therefore, there is a great ceremony. Neighbours
bring fruit and presents, and there is a pilou-pilou of a size
proportionate to the importance of the child's father. While
the food is cooking, the wise women of the tribe spread
some warm ashes on the soil, roll the child in them and
press its nose and forehead into the desired shape. When
the little scalp is almost touching the eyebrows, the head
tapering from the ears to an apex on the dome of the cranium,
the bridge of the nose pressed down so that the nose is a
little brown blob of fleshs the plastic surgeons are satisfied
that they have faithfully fulfilled their task, and little Kake
will grow up the envy of his fellows, and beloved of the
Gods.
If he starts to cry, why, one just throws some cold waiter
over him, if he can't sleep, one puts him on the floor on a
mat, and taking each end of the mat, rolls him to and fro
until lie dozes off. When mother goes to work in the planta-
tions, ,baby goes on her back, curled up in a little niaouli-
bark shield, with a foot at the bottom to prevent him from
slipping out. From the time he stops drinking at his mother's

